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DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY

FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN, THE “COMMUNITY” IS DEFINED AS THE AREA
ENCOMPASSED BY IRON COUNTY’S POLITICAL BOUNDARIES. WITHIN THESE
BOUNDARIES ARE THE CITIES OF CASPIAN, GAASTRA, IRON RIVER, CRYSTAL
FALLS, VILLAGE OF ALPHA, BATES TOWNSHIP, CRYSTAL FALLS TOWNSHIP,
HEMATITE TOWNSHIP, IRON RIVER TOWNSHIP, MANSFIELD TOWNSHIP,
MASTODON TOWNSHIP, AND STAMBAUGH TOWNSHIP. THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THIS PLAN WAS INITIATED BY THE IRON COUNTY COMMISSION UPON THE
RECOMMENDATION OF THE IRON COUNTY RECREATION COMMITTEE. THE
COUNTY HAS ENDEAVORED TO INCLUDE NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES IN THEIR
PLANNING PROCESS BY INVITING REPRESENTATIVES TO SUBMIT COMMENTS
AND TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PLANNING PROCESS BY SPECIAL INVITATION TO
PLANNING SESSIONS. THE FOCUS OF THIS PLAN IS TO ADDRESS CURRENT AND
PROJECTED NEEDS FOR ALL TYPES OF RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
DISCUSSION PRIMARILY FOCUSES ON PARCELS CURRENTLY OWNED BY THE
COUNTY AND SET ASIDE FOR RECREATION. THE FEASIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL
LAND ACQUISITION FOR RECREATION USE IS ALSO INVESTIGATED.

PLA GIS, MOGI, ESRI
0. Proparad by MAB




ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

THE IRON COUNTY BOARD ESTABLISHED AN ELEVEN MEMBER PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMITTEE THAT MEETS MONTHLY ACCORDING TO A PUBLISHED
SCHEDULE. THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
ADVISING THE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON ITEMS RELATING TO
UPKEEP, OPERATION AND EXPANSION OF THE COUNTY’S RECREATION
FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS. THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMITTEE ARE ACTED ON BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS.

DAY TO DAY ACTIVITIES ARE PREFORMED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR. THE PARK MANAGER AT PENTOGA PARK IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR CARRYING OUT THE DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE AT THAT FACILITY.

CAMP BATAWAGAMA IS A COUNTY OWNED AND OPERATED FACILITY WITH A
UNIQUE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE. THE COUNTY EMPLOYS A PARK
MANAGER AND SEASONAL STAFF TO RUN THE CAMP. FUNDING FOR THE CAMP
COMES THROUGH A MILLAGE THAT IS UP FOR RENEWAL EVERY FOUR YEARS.
THE CAMP ALSO HAS AN INDEPENDENT GROUP WITH A SPECIAL INTEREST IN
THE CAMP. FRIENDS OF CAMP BATAWAGAMA ARE A GROUP MADE UP OF
FORMER CAMPERS, STAFF AND CITIZENS THAT VIEW THE CAMP AS A SPECIAL
PLACE. THE MISSION OF THE GROUP IS TO FOSTER INTEREST IN THE SOCIAL,
ECONOMIC, AND EDUCATIONAL PRESERVATION OF THE CAMP. TODAY THE
GROUP IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MARKETING THE CAMP AND FUND RAISING FOR
SPECIAL PROJECTS.

COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY PARKS &
COUNTY PLANNING RECREATION
PENTOGA PARK FRIENDS OF CAMP
MANAGER BATAWAGAMA

CAMP BATAWAGAMA




RECREATION BUDGET

FUNDING FOR COUNTY RECREATION FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS IS THRU THE
COUNTY’S GENERAL FUND. FOR THE BUDGET YEAR 2009, $146,500.00 ARE
COMMITTED TO RECREATION, SEE APPENDIX ‘B’. SPECIAL PROJECTS ARE
APPROPRIATED AS NECESSARY. THE COUNTY’S RECREATION PROJECTS ALSO
RELY ON THE GENEROSITY OF THE MANY COMMITTED CITIZEN VOLUNTEERS.
THIS APPLIES TO ALL COUNTY FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS EXCEPT CAMP
BATAWAGAMA.

CAMP BATAWAGAMA IS SUPPORTED BY A MILLAGE THAT IS UP FOR RENEWAL

EVERY FOUR YEARS. SPECIAL PROJECTS ARE FUNDED THROUGH THIS MILLAGE
WITH FINICAL HELP FROM THE FRIENDS OF CAMP BATAWAGAMA.

RECREATION INVENTORY

THE FOLLOWING LIST IS CONSISTS OF COUNTY OWNED AND OPERATED
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. A COMPLETE LIST OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
WITHIN THE COUNTY CAN BE FOUND IN APPENDIX ‘H’.

HERITAGE ROUTE/ TRAIL

THE HISTORIC HERITAGE ROUTE/TRAIL WAS DESIGNED TO EXPLORE
THE RICH HISTORY OF IRON COUNTY. THERE ARE TWO COMPONENTS OF THE
IRON COUNTY HERITAGE ROUTE/TRAIL. THE FIRST IS THE US-2 HISTORIC
HERITAGE ROUTE, THIS SECTION OF US-2 WAS DESIGNATED BY THE MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN 2000. ALONG THE ROUTE ARE
FOURTEEN HISTORIC SITES INCLUDING THE IRON COUNTY MUSEUM, PENTOGA
PARK INDIAN BURIAL GROUNDS, ALPHA CIRCLE HISTORICAL DISTRICT, IRON
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, HARBOUR HOUSE, MANSFIELD LOCATION AND
PIONEER CHURCH, AMASA MUSEUM, FORTUNE POND, BE-WA-BIC STATE
PARK, LARSON PARK, APPLE BLOSSOM TRAIL, LAKE OTTAWA RECREATION
AREA & CAMPGROUNDS, MILE POST ZERO & TREATY TREE, AND THE CAMP
GIBBS RECREATION AREA. A VOLUNTEER GROUP ENTITLED ‘FRIENDS OF
HERITAGE TRAIL’ IS A NON-PROFIT GROUP WHO MARKETS THESE LANDMARKS.

THE IRON COUNTY HERITAGE TRAIL IS A PROPOSED 22 MILE
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN SYSTEM THAT CONNECTS IRON RIVER AND CRYSTAL
FALLS. THE TRAIL WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE HISTORIC HERITAGE ROUTE BY
CONNECTING THE HISTORIC SITES WITH BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY
FACILITIES. AT THIS TIME A BICYCLE PATH FEASIBILITY STUDY HAS BEEN
COMPLETED ALONG THE ROUTE UNDER THE FEDERAL SCENIC BYWAYS
PROGRAM. A SEGMENT OF TRAIL IN CRYSTAL FALLS IS SCHEDULED FOR
COMPLETION IN 2010. THIS TRAIL WILL ULTIMATELY LINK WITH TRAIL
SEGMENTS IN IRON RIVER, CASPIAN, AND GAASTRA.



SNOWMOBILE/ ORY TRAILS

IRON COUNTY IS HOME TO 236 MILES OF SNOWMOBILE TRIALS AND 37
MILES OF ORV TRAILS. OF THESE 273 MILES OF TRAILS, 21 MILES ARE
OWNED BY IRON COUNTY.

IRON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

THE IRON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS IS A 30 ACRE SITE LOCATED IN IRON
RIVER TOWNSHIP. THE GROUNDS CONSIST OF A GRANDSTAND, EXHIBITION
BUILDINGS, AND RESTROOMS.

CAMP BATAWAGAMA

CAMP BATAWAGAMA IS PART OF A 96 ACRE COUNTY OWNED PARCEL
OF LAND BETWEEN CHICAGOAN AND INDIAN LAKES. THE CAMP ITSELF
OCCUPIES ABOUT 28 ACRES OF LAND ON THE SHORES OF INDIAN LAKE. FOR
THE LAST 60 YEARS THE CAMP HAS BEEN PROVIDING SUMMER PROGRAMS
THROUGH THE IRON COUNTY YOUTH CAMP PROGRAM. THE PROGRAMS RUN
FOR SEVEN WEEKS THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER AND TYPICALLY SERVE YOUTH
FROM IRON COUNTY AND ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

PENTOGA PARK

PENTOGA PARK IS A 60 ACRE COUNTY PARK CONSISTING OF; A
RECENTLY EXPANDED 135 SITE CAMPGROUND, PLAYGROUND, SWIMMING
BEACH, BOAT LAUNCH, AND INDIAN BURIAL GROUNDS. IN RECENT YEARS THE
BOAT LAUNCH HAS SEEN HEAVY USE AND IS IN NEED OF UPGRADING.

PAINT RIVER

IRON COUNTY OWNS A SEVERAL TRACTS OF LAND ALONG THE RIVER ON
BATES AMASA ROAD. THIS LAND IS CURRENTLY UNDEVELOPED HOWEVER; IT
IS A PRIME LOCATION FOR A FISHING PIER AND CANOE/KAYAK PUT IN AND IS
HEAVILY USED BY WHITEWATER ENTHUSIASTS. THIS RECREATION SITE COULD
BE PART OF A LARGER COUNTY-WIDE BLUEWAY WHICH COULD EVENTUALLY
REACH LAKE MICHIGAN VIA THE MENOMINEE RIVER.

CoO0OKS RUN PROPERTY

IRON COUNTY OWNS A LARGE TRACT OF FORESTED LAND ON THE
WESTERN SIDE OF THE COUNTY. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN USED AS A FISH
HATCHERY IN THE PAST AND IS CURRENTLY UNUSED. THERE IS INTEREST IN
USING THIS PROPERTY FOR YOUTH OUTDOOR PROGRAMS.



NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

IRON COUNTY IS LARGELY FORESTED WITH A VAST AMOUNT OF RIVERS AND
LAKES. AS SHOWN IN THE MAPS IN APPENDIX ‘C’ THE MAJORITY OF THE LAND
IS ONE OF THREE CATEGORIES; 1) PRIVATELY OWNED LAND ENROLLED IN THE
COMMERCIAL FOREST ACT AND IS AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC FOR
RECREATION. 2) FEDERALLY OWNED LAND AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC
RECREATION. 3) STATE OWNED LAND AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC RECREATION.

THIS RESULTS IN MANY
ACRES BEING AVAILABLE
TO YEAR-ROUND OUTDOOR

RECREATION. POPULAR
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE
FISHING, HUNTING,

CAMPING, SNOWMOBILING,
AND CROSS COUNTRY
SKIING. THE MAJOR
RECREATION PROPERTIES
INCLUDE COOKS RUN
(COUNTY OWNED FOREST),
ME-SQUA-I-CUM-E PARK
(PAINT RIVER PROPERTY),
CAMP BATAWAGAMA, AND
BEWABIC STATE PARK.
GIS MAPPING OF THE
RECREATION LAND AND
PuBLIC LAND IN THE
COUNTY IS SHOWN |IN
APPENDIX ‘C’.

Iron County Publi




PLANNING AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

THE RECREATION COMMITTEE,
RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF INVOLVING THE PUBLIC IN
PLANNING THE FUTURE
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE
COUNTY’S RECREATION
FACILITIES AND HOLDINGS, MADE
EVERY EFFORT TO INVOLVE THEIR
CITIZENS AND NEIGHBORS. AS
THE FIRST STEP IN THAT EFFORT,
A COMMUNITY WORKSHOP WAS
HELD AT THE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE IN CRYSTAL FALLS,
ON NOVEMBER 12, 2009. THE

EVENT WAS PUBLICIZED ON LOCAL RADIO STATIONS AND IN THE LOCAL NEWS
PAPER. THE EVENT WAS NOTICED BY REGULAR POSTING AT THE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE AND BY DISTRIBUTION OF POSTERS ACROSS THE COUNTY,
INCLUDING SCHOOLS AND LOCAL BUSINESSES.

THE WORKSHOP WAS ATTENDED BY NINE PEOPLE WHO TOOK PART IN A
BRAINSTORMING SESSION THAT WAS DESIGNED TO DRAW OUT THE

RECREATION FACILITIES MOST IMPORTANT TO THE RESIDENTS.

THE IDEAS

WERE RECORDED ON SCALE MAPS OF THE COUNTY AND THE MOST IMPORTANT
ITEMS WERE DISCUSSED IN GREATER DETAIL. A WRITTEN COMMENT FORM

WAS PREPARED AND DISTURBED FOR PEOPLE WHO
COULD NOT COME TO THE WORKSHOP. A WEB SITE
WAS ALSO CREATED WHERE PRESENTATIONS AND
PROGRESS ON THE PLAN COULD BE FOLLOWED
FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC

AND COMMENTED ON.
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Wanted:

Your Recreation Ideas!!!!

This is your chance to put your ideas into action as the
Counly prepares its new Recreation Flan

Community Workshop
Iron County Recreation Plan

at the Iron County Courthouse

Thursday. November 12, 2009

Workshop Begins at 6:30 & ends at 8:30 p.m.
Drop - In session anytime from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

For more ihFormation, g0 t0 wu. JPEA.COm
or contact workshop leader Bill Sanders @ 228-6061, or
bsabders@upea.com

TpER~—

= WWW.uped.com/ironcounty. html.

workshop;et

MARQUETTE—Iron County is up-
dating its five-year recreation plan :
and is ¢ ’ekmg citizen input on pro- '
posed 1 -reation improvem nts. |

The public is invited to )artici-
pate in a community workshop at
the Iron County Courthouse, Com-
mission Chambers, at 2 S. Sixth St.,
Crystal Falls, on Thursday, Nov. 12,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

For those unable to attend, a
drop-in session will be held in the
Commission Chambers from 2 to
4 pm.

To increase participation and
reach those unable to attend either
presentation, a website has created
where citizens can view the presen-
tation and email their comments:




WORKSHOP, A DRAFT PLAN WAS PREPARED AND MADE AVAILABLE AT LOCAL
LIBRARIES AND ON THE PROJECT WEBSITE.

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

IRON COUNTY HAS EXPERIENCED A DECREASE IN POPULATION THAT HAS
CONTINUED FOR THE LAST TWENTY YEARS. HOWEVER, FROM 1990 — 2000
THE POPULATION STAYED ALMOST LEVEL (0.3 PERCENT DECLINE). THIS IS IN
PART DUE TO THE
FLUCTUATION OF A
NATURAL RESOURCE
BASED ECONOMY. THE
LEVELING OFF OF THE
POPULATION DECLINE IS
DUE TO THE FACT THAT
IRON COUNTY HAS SEEN
AN INFLUX OF RETIRES
AS WELL AS AN
INCREASE IN THE
SUPPORT ECONOMY FOR
THE LARGE NUMBER OF
SEASONAL RESIDENCES.
THE NUMBER OF

HOUSING UNITS, ACCORDING TO THE
2000 CENSUS, SLIGHTLY
OUTNUMBERS RESIDENTS. THIS IS
EVIDENCE THAT THE TOURISM
OPPORTUNITY AS AN ENGINE OF
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND GROWTH IS
VIABLE. NINETEEN PERCENT (19%)
OF THE COUNTY’S POPULATION OF
13,138 INCLUDE FAMILIES WITH
CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 18.
THIS HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE
OF PROVIDING RECREATION
ACTIVITIES THAT INTEREST YOUNG
PEOPLE, INCLUDING OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES THAT CAN HELP REVERSE
THE NATIONAL TREND OF INCREASED
CHILDHOOD OBESITY AND A
DISCONNECT FROM THE NATURAL
WORLD.




TO HELP THIS DISCONNECT
FROM THE NATURAL WORLD
AND EDUCATE THE PUBLIC,
SPACIFICLY YOUTH; THE
COUNTY HAS INTEREST IN
DEVELOPING A YOUTH
CONSERVATION CORP
PROGRAM. CAMP
BATAWAGAMA COULD BE
UPGRADED TO HOUSE THE
PROGRAM WHILE THE WORK IS
LG DONE AT THE COOKS RUN
; / ¢ | PROPERTY.

QUALITY OF LIFE IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT ATTRIBUTE THAT BRINGS
RESIDENTS AND VISITORS TO IRON COUNTY. THE NATURAL FEATURES ARE A
MAJOR PART OF THE SETTING THAT MAKES THE COUNTY A SUPERIOR PLACE TO
LIVE, WORK AND RECREATE. MORE FORMAL DEVELOPMENT OF RECREATION
FACILITIES IS IMPORTANT TO MAINTAINING THE COUNTY’S QUALITY OF LIFE.
THESE IMPROVEMENTS NEED TO MATCH THE CHARACTER OF THE PLACE AND
ITS PEOPLE. ONE OF THE KEY INDICATORS OF QUALITY OF LIFE IS THE QUALITY
OF THE COUNTY’S WATER BODIES. AS THE USE OF THE CHICAGOAN LAKE
BOAT LAUNCH AT PENTOGA PARK SEES MORE DAY TO DAY USE; THE THREAT
OF INVASIVE SPECIES AND AQUATIC DISEASES HAS BECOME AN INCREASING
CONCERN. THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BOAT WASH/DISINFECTION STATION AND
LAUNCH IMPROVEMENTS WILL HELP PROTECT THE QUALITY OF LAKE.

THE NATIONAL INTEREST AND TREND TOWARDS RECREATION TRAILS IS
MIRRORED IN THE COUNTY’S INTEREST. THESE ALTERNATE TRANSPORTATION
ROUTES (WALKING AND BIKING)
SERVE TO LINK COMMUNITIES TO
AREAS OF INTEREST AND ARE
THE MODES OF
TRANSPORTATION MOST
AVAILABLE TO THE YOUNG. AS
A MEANS OF OUTDOOR
EXERCISE, WALKING IS ALSO
FAVORED BY OLDER MEMBERS
OF THE COMMUNITY AND DOING
SO ON TRAILS THAT INCLUDE A
SCENIC COMPONENT ARE
FAVORED. TRAILS HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN AN IMPORTANT
PART OF THE LANDSCAPE IN
IRON COUNTY.




THE GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF IRON
COUNTY RESULTS IN DRAWING
TOURISTS AND NEARBY RESIDENTS
FROM ILLINOIS, WISCONSIN, AND THE
MARQUETTE AREA.

THE RECENT DEVELOPMENT OF
SEVERAL LOCALIZED TRAIL NETWORKS
IN IRON RIVER, CASPIAN AND
GAASTRA, PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY
FOR CONNECTION TO THESE REGIONAL
TRAIL SYSTEMS |INCREASING THE
USEFULNESS THE COUNTY’S LOCAL
TRAILS TO RESIDENTS AS WELL AS BECOMING MAGNETS TO TOURISTS.
REGIONAL TRAILS THAT OFFER THE OPPORTUNITY FOR CONNECTION ARE THE
APPLE BLOSSOM TRAIL AND THE HERITAGE TRAIL.

THE COUNTY’S RECREATION LANDS ARE ALSO IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO
HISTORIC SITES AND ALLOW THE RECREATION FACILITIES TO INCLUDE AN
ELEMENT OF INTERPRETATION OF THE AREAS PAST. THE LARGE TRACTS OF
UNDEVELOPED PRIVATE LAND ADJACENT TO TRAILS, CREATES AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC / PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP. IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
RECREATION SITES AS WELL AS PROJECTS THAT SUPPORT RECREATION. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE CONSTRUCTION OF A REMOTE YURT COMPOUND TO SUPPORT
LODGE TO LODGE RECREATION IS A POSSIBLE. THIS COULD SUPPORT BOTH
MOTORIZED AND NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL USE.

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT SHOULD NOT BE LIMITED TO NON-MOTORIZED ACCESS.
IRON COUNTY IS ALREADY A POPULAR DESTINATION FOR ATV’S AND
SNOWMOBILES AND PROVIDES A VALUABLE ASSET TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY.
STRONGER TRAIL CONNECTIONS TO NEIGHBORING COUNTIES CAN IMPROVE
THE ENTHUSIASTS EXPERIENCE AND PROVIDE A RANGE OF ACTIVITY
ENHANCING THE FOUR SEASON RECREATION EXPERIENCE. ECONOMIC
IMPACTS OF NEW TRAIL CONNECTIONS ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE TRAILS
THEMSELVES. THE ECONOMIC
IMPACTS EXTEND TO PRIVATE
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY, SUCH
AS, FUEL, LODGING,
RESTAURANTS, MOTOR SPORTS
RETAILERS, ETCETERA.

OTHER TRAIL RELATED
ACTIVITIES CAN BE NON-
TRADITIONAL. FOR EXAMPLE,
IRON COUNTY CAN BE THE FIRST
TO PROVIDE REMOTE SITE SNOW
THEATER PRODUCTIONS, AS SEEN




IN THE PHOTO AT THE TOP OF THE
PREVIOUS PAGE.

THE PROXIMITY OF THE TRAIL
DEVELOPMENT TO OTHER NATURAL
RESOURCE RECREATION OPPORTUNITY
IS ALSO A VALUABLE CONNECTION
THAT IS INCLUDED IN THE DECISION
FOR TRAIL PLACEMENT. THESE
ACCESS ISSUES CAN MAKE
PREVIOUSLY INACCESSIBLE FISHING
SITE, FOR EXAMPLE, AVAILABLE TO
THE COMMUNITY AND THE TOURING PUBLIC. THE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT COULD
ALSO BE TIED INTO A COUNTY-WIDE BLUEWAY, ALSO KNOWN AS, A
WATERTRAIL.

IRON COUNTY HAS A VAST AMOUNT OF RIVERS AND INTERCONNECTED SCENIC
LAKES AND RESERVOIRS. THE DEVELOPMENT OF A FORMAL BLUEWAY WOULD
SERVE THE INTERESTS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS AND TOURISTS. DEVELOPMENT
OF COUNTY OWNED PROPERTY AND ACQUISITION OF NEW PROPERTY COULD
LEAD TO A HUT — TO — HUT STYLE CANOE/KAYAK TRIP. LOCATIONS OF THE
HUTS COMBINED WITH THE VAST AMOUNT OF ROADS COULD ALSO DRAW
BICYCLE TOURISTS.

Photos courtesy of Richard Sloat




ACTION PLAN

DEVELOPMENT 2010

PENTOGA PARK BOAT LAUNCH AND BOAT WASH STATION:
UPGRADE THE BOAT RAMP AND LAUNCH AREA. UPGRADES WOULD
INCLUDE A BOAT WASH STATION TO HELP CONTROL INVASIVE SPECIES
AND DISEASES. EXPAND THE PARKING AREA, DEVELOP A HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE PARKING AREA AND TOILETS, REPLACE AND UPGRADE THE
DOCK.

FUNDING SOURCE: MNRTF /7 LWCF RECREATION GRANTS
MICHIGAN WATERWAYS COMMISSION
LoOCAL FUNDING
PARK FEES
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $250,000

DEVELOPMENT 2010

HERITAGE TRAIL
DEVELOP A 22 MILE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN SYSTEM ALONG THE
MDOT DESIGNATED HISTORIC HERITAGE ROUTE. BICYCLE AND
PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES ALONG THE HERITAGE TRAIL INCLUDE SIGNAGE
ALONG THE ROADWAY PORTIONS OF THE ROUTE, BICYCLE LANES, AND
SHARED USE PATH. DEVELOPMENT OF THE HERITAGE TRAIL WOULD
PROVIDE NON-MOTORIZED CONNECTIONS TO EXISTING TRAILS CREATING
A COUNTY WIDE NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL NETWORK.

FUNDING SOURCE: MNRTF RECREATION GRANTS
MDNR TRAIL FUND
LoCcAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $3,365,000.00



DEVELOPMENT 2010
PAINT RIVER — ME-SQUA-I-CUM-E PARK:
CANOE/KAYAK PUT-IN/TAKE-OUT, PICNIC SITE, SHELTER:

DEVELOP A UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE CANOE/KAYAK PUT-
IN/TAKE-OUT, PICNIC AREA, PICNIC TABLES, AND SITE
IMPROVEMENTS. THE SITE WOULD INCLUDE AMENITIES SUCH AS
TOILETS, A SHELTER, CHANGING ROOMS AND INTERPRETIVE
SIGNAGE. THIS SITE PROVIDES IMPROVED ACCESS TO CLASS 3 TO 4
RAPIDS.

FUNDING SOURCE.:
MNRTF / LWCF RECREATION GRANTS
LocAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $200,000

DEVELOPMENT / ACQUISITION 201 1

COUNTY-WIDE BLUEWAY:
ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL LAND ACCESS FOR PRIMITIVE
CAMPSITES/BLUEWAY ACCESS. PROVIDE AMENITIES SUCH AS,
UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE TOILETS AND LANDING/LAUNCHING AREAS.
ACQUIRE LAND TO DEVELOP A HUT — TO - HUT CANOE/KAYAK
EXPERIENCE. MAP THE BLUEWAY HIGHLIGHTING THE SCENIC RIVERS
AND LAKES OF IRON COUNTY.

FUNDING SOURCE: MNRTF / LWCF RECREATION GRANTS
LOoCAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $120,000

DEVELOPMENT / ACQUISITION 2012

CONNECTING TRAILS:
DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION NECESSARY TO CONSTRUCT
HIKING/BIKING TRAIL CONNECTING EXISTING COUNTY TRAILS TO
NEARBY REGIONAL TRAILS, SUCH AS THE IRON ORE HERITAGE TRAIL,
DICKINSON COUNTY BICYCLE NETWORK AND THE NORTH COUNTRY
TRAIL.

FUNDING SOURCE: MNRTF /7 LWCF RECREATION GRANTS
MDNR TRAIL PROGRAM
MD ............... OT TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT
LoCcAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $300,000



DEVELOPMENT 2013

CAMP BATAWAGAMA
UPGRADE EXISTING FACILITIES TO SUPPORT AN EXTENDED SEASON AND
A YOUTH CONSERVATION CORP. UPGRADES WOULD INCLUDE ADA
UPGRADES, UPGRADE SHOWER FACILITY, WINTERIZE KEY STRUCTURES.

FUNDING SOURCE: MNRTF / LWCF RECREATION GRANTS
LocAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CoOsT $450,000.00

DEVELOPMENT 2014

COOKS RUN
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COOKS RUN PROPERTY WOULD TAKE PLACE
THROUGH A COUNTY YOUTH CONSERVATION CORP. DEVELOPMENT ON
THE PROPERTY WOULD INCLUDE A DRIVEWAY AND PARKING AREA,
BATHROOM BUILDING, INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE AND NATURE TRAILS.

FUNDING SOURCE: MNRTF /7 LWCF RECREATION GRANTS
LoOCAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $150,000

DEVELOPMENT / ACQUISITION 2010-2015

IMPROVE TRAIL CONNECTIONS TO SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES FOR ATV’S

AND SNOWMOBILES:
ACQUIRE PROPERTY OR EASEMENTS AS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE
CONNECTIONS FROM SURROUNDING MOTORIZED TRAIL SYSTEM.
CONSTRUCT NEW TRAIL SYSTEMS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO DOWNTOWN
AND TO BROADER REGIONAL TRAIL SYSTEMS.

FUNDING SOURCE: MDNR SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PROGRAM
LoCAL FUNDING
COMMUNITY DONATIONS

ESTIMATED CosT $100,000




































APPENDIX “D”

NOTICE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT



PUBLIC NOTICE

Iron County is currently in the process of updating their
Recreation Plan. The draft plan has been released for public
review and comment. Copies are available for viewing at the Iron
County Commission Office, the Crystal Falls Community Library
in Crystal Falls, and the West Iron District Library in Iron River.
A complete copy of the plan is also available at www.upea.com.
Please forward written comments to:

Bill Sanders

U.P. Engineers & Architects
Suite 217

102 W. Washington
Marquette, Ml 49855

Or email U.P. Engineers & Architects at bsanders@upea.com , or
call at 906.228.6061.




APPENDIX “E”

PuBLIC MEETING NOTICE FOR PLAN ADOPTION/MEETING MINUTES
AND RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION



APPENDIX “F”
TRANSMITTAL LETTERS TO
DNR AND

REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY



TPEA~—
ENGINEERS & ARCHITECTS 102 W. Washington Street, Suite 217 Marquette, Ml 49855
V 906-228-6061 » 800-862-6061 ¢ Fax: 906-228-7144

—

January 14, 2010

Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region

P.O. Box 365

Houghton, Michigan 49931

RE: Iron County Recreation Plan

Dear Sir/Madam:

On behalf of Iron County, this letter is o notify your agency that, with the support of area residents, the
authority is submitting their Recreation Plan for 2010-2015 fo the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources for approval.

lron County is, of course, very interested in your comments on the plan and look forward to hearing
from you. Comments should be addressed to Bill Sanders, U.P. Engineers & Architects, Suite 217,
102 Washington Street, Marquette, MI 49855.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Sanders, ASLA
Llandscape Architect

Enclosure: Iron County - Recreation Plan 2010-2015

CC: Grants Division - MNRTF

Offices also in:

Houghton
Iron M%Jmom U.P. Engineers & Architects, Inc. www.UPEA.com

Sault Ste Marie
Marinette



N

UIJEA 1 102 W. Washington Street, Suite 217 Marquette, Ml 49855

ENGINEERS & ARCHITECTS
V 906-228-6061 » 800-862-6061 ¢ Fax: 906-228-/144

January 14, 2010

Ms. Lisa McTiernan

Grants, Contracts & Customer Systems
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Stevens T. Mason Building, 6" Floor

530 W. Allegan

Lansing, Ml 48933

Re: Iron County — Recreation Plan

Dear Lisq,

Please find enclosed one copy of the recreation plan for Iron County. Also enclosed, is a copy of
the letter transmitting the plan to the regional planning commission.

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed, please don't hesitate to call me at (800) 862-
6061.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Sanders, ASLA
Landscape Architect

Enclosure: Recreation Plan
Transmittal Letters

Cc: Iron County

Offices also in:

Houghton
Iron M%ngm U.P. Engineers & Architects, Inc. www.UPEA.com

Sault Ste Marie
Marinette



APPENDIX “G”

DNR PLAN CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST



Michigan Department of Natural Resources-Granis Managemeant

COMMUNITY PARK, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE, AND

GREENWAY PLAN CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST
By Authority of Parts 19, 703 and 716 of Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended, submission of this
information is required for eligibility to apply for grants

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete, obtain certification signatures and submit this checklist with a locally adopted recreation plan.

All recreation plans are required to meet the content and local approval standards listed in this checklist and as outlined in
the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans provided by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR). To be eligible for grant consideration, plans must be submitted to the
BNR prior to the grant application deadiine with a completed checklist that has been signed by an authorized official(s) of
the local unit of government(s) submitting the plan.

PLAN INFORMATION
Name of Plan:

List the community names (including school districts) covered by

Month and year plan adopted by the
the plan

County community’s governing body

PLAN CONTENT

INSTRUCTIONS: Please check gach box to certify that the listed information is included in the final plan.
[11. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
(] 2. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

[] Roles of Commission(s) or Advisory Board(s)
[[] Department, Authority and/or Staff Description and Organizational Chart

Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and Recreation
[] Programming

[ Current Funding Sources

] Role of Volunteers

[] Relationship(s) with School Districts, Other Public Agencies or Private Organizations
Regional Authorities or Trailway Commissions Only

Description of the Relationship between the Authority or Commission and the Recreation Departments of
] Participating Communities

[ Articles of Incorporation
[] 3. RECREATION INVENTORY

[] Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory

[J Inventory of all Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities

[J Location Maps (site development plans recommended but not required)
[[] Accessibility Assessment

] Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities
[[] 4. RESOURCE INVENTORY (OPTIONAL)

[] 5. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS
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[ 6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS
[] Description of the Method(s) Used to Solicit Public Input Before or During Preparation of the Plan, Including a
Copy of the Survey or Meeting Agenda and a Summary of the Responses Received
[ Copy of the Notice of the Availability of the Draft Plan for Public Review and Comment
Date of the Notice
Type of Notice

Plan Location
Duration of Draft Plan Public Review Period (Must be at Least 3¢ Days)

] Copy of the Notice for the Public Meeting Held after the One Month Public Review Period and Before the
Plan's Adoption by the Governing Body(ies)
Date of Notice
Name of Newspaper
Date of Meeting

[C] Copy of the Minutes from the Public Meeting

[1 7. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
[] 8. ACTION PROGRAM

PLAN ADOPTION DOCUMENTATION

Plans must be adopted by the highest level governing body (i.e., city council, county commission, township board). If
planning is the responsibility of a Planning Commission, Park and Recreation Commission, Recreation Advisory Board or
other local Board or Commission, the plan should also include a resolution from the Board or Commission recommending
adoption of the plan by the governing body.

The local unit of government must submit the final plan to both the County and Regional Planning Agency for their
information. Documentation that this was done must be submitted with the plan to the DNR.

Items 1, 3 and 4 below are required and must be included in the plan.

APPROVAL DOCUMENTATION: For multi-jurisdictional plans, each local unit of government must pass a resolution
adopting the plan. Prepare and attach a separate page for each unit of government included in the plan.

O 1. Official resolution of adoption by the governing body dated:

[0 2. Official resolution of the Commission or Beard,

recommending adoption of the plan by the governing body, dated:

Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency dated:

0
[0 4. Copy of letter transmitting adopted plan to Regional Planning Agency dated:

OVERALL CERTIFICATION

NOTE: For multi-jurisdictional plans, Overall Certification must include the signature of sach local unit of government.
Prepare and attach a separate signature page for each unit of government included in the plan.

I hereby certify that the recreation plan for

includes the required content, as indicated

(Local Unit of Government)

above and as set forth by the DNR.

Authorized Official for the Local Unit of Government Date

This completed checklist must be signed and DNR USE ONLY - APPROVAL

submitted with a locally adopted recreation plan to: | The recreation plan is approved by the DNR and the community (ies) covered by the plan,
as listed on page 1 of this checklist Is/are eligible to apply for recreation grants through

GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES

PO BOX 30425 By:
LANSING, MI 48909-7925

Date

Grants Management Date

Page 2 of 2 PR1924-1 (Rev. 01/11/2006)



APPENDIX “H”

IRON COUNTY RECREATION INVENTORY
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